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Call to worship
Worship God with gladness.
Come into his presence and sing his praises.

Loving Lord, your grace draws us to your presence;
your peace unites us in your love;
your hope inspires us to praise your glory.
May our worship be worthy of you.
Amen.

To still yourself
I need thee every hour

chosen by Anthonia and Ernest.

“We acknowledge that God is always present to help us. When we
experience difficulties like events during the current pandemic, this
hymn helps to restore our faith, strengthens us to come closer to God

increasing our hope and confidence”

https://youtu.be/T3wSbLa2uGg

Story
Four hats

John

John tells a story of God and many hats:

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission
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https://youtu.be/T3wSbLa2uGg
https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission


Reading

Matthew 9: 35 – 10: 8 (NRSV)

The Harvest Is Great, the Labourers Few

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and
curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he
had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’

The Twelve Apostles

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and
every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first,
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who
betrayed him.

The Mission of the Twelve

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As
you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come
near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

Address

The Disciples Mission

Video:
https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy
name.Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
(Ps 103:1-2a)

Hello, I am Rajie Muthukumar, a local preacher from the Richmond
and Hounslow Circuit. It is good to be able to share the word of God
with you.

Last Sunday we celebrated, Trinity Sunday and looked at our Triune

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission
https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission


God. God the Father; God the Son; and God the Holy Spirit.

Today we look at the Triune God’s action and his mission for us.

God the Father the king, sent his Son Jesus with a message of the
good news of the kingdom.

We see this from Matthew’s Gospel.

God the Son Jesus, went round visiting all the towns and villages,
visiting Synagogues and preaching how to live a life that will please
God.

He healed every kind of diseases, including casting out evil spirits.

Jesus ministers to a lot of people, but there were also many to whom
He was unable to minister, because there were so many people. He
had compassion for all of them.

This is not any compassion, a compassion that was churning his
inside, such deep compassion.

This compassion echoes the deep inner mercy of God, often
described in the Old Testament.

Matthew says that Jesus saw people who were distressed, dejected,
or harassed and helpless. Like sheep without a shepherd. The people
needed proper guidance. Proper leadership.

The leaders of the Jewish people were supposed to be leading them
down the path of the kingdom of God.

They were supposed to be leading them towards the Messiah.

Instead, the leaders were rejecting Jesus, our Messiah.

Jesus had deep compassion towards the people, because they were
like lost sheep.

When we talk about sheep, we know they are some of the worst
animals to be left to their own devices. They desperately need
someone to lead them to green pastures. To keep them from getting
lost, to protect them from danger and to show them the way to go.

Jesus came to be the shepherd, the one who would show people
how to avoid life’s pitfalls.

In John 10:14 Jesus says, I am the good shepherd; I now my own
sheep and they know me.

People without Jesus really needed the great shepherd.

Because of Jesus’s great compassion for the crowds, He told the
disciples to pray. And ask God for help.



Jesus has a habit of using a metaphor or illustrations that the people
and even the disciples will understand.

Isn’t it true for us too? We too find it easier if it is explained to us in a
way that we can understand.

Here He uses the metaphor of a harvest.

His disciples probably would have pictured a field full of grain, that is
in abundance and difficult to harvest.

Jesus said that there are few workers, yet the harvest is plentiful! It’s
a lot of work for a few workers to do.

In Jesus’ mind the compassion for people was over whelming and
overflowing. He wanted all the people to be able reach out to God
and experience God’s love! He tells His disciples, “We need more
disciples; we need more workers!”

Jesus is saying, “Pray! Pray to God, the Lord of the harvest, for more
workers!”

Many people are ready to give their lives to Christ if only, someone
would show them how.

Jesus commands us to pray, that people will respond to this need for
workers.

Often, when we pray for something, God answers prayers by using
us. So friends let’s be prepared for God to use us to show another
person the way to Him.

He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority to drive out
the evil spirits, and to heal every disease and sickness.

He did not leave anyone of them out. As you know, they were
ordinary people. Among them, there were fishermen; there were tax
collectors, those who doubted, denied and betrayed.

Jesus knew what was going to happen to him. That he would not be
with them in person all the time.

Jesus knew of His death and resurrection. That is why he was
preparing His disciples during His three year ministry.

He promised His disciples the power of the Holy Spirit after His
resurrection. Which will empower the disciples to carry out their
mission.

A few weeks ago we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. You may wonder, why am I telling you all this, when you
already know about it. We are lucky that we know our Lord Jesus
Christ, is a Risen Lord and He is among us right now.



So He is calling us to work for Him. To be His disciples. Like the early
disciples everyone is called. You and me. Anyone and everyone.
Men and women, children and adults; able bodies and those who are
challenged; all are called to be workers in the harvest field.

So today were have been commissioned to do three things:

Firstly He is asking us to have compassion on each other. A true and
genuine love for everyone.

Some of us may need more compassion than what we have.
Certainly I could do with some.

Jesus has shown how compassionate He is, and how genuine his
compassion is. So, let us follow His example.

Some of us may already are showing compassion towards our
neighbours during this time of lockdown and crises of uncertainty.

Some may feel harassed, helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Jesus is the good shepherd. He laid down His life for all. He can
guide all; He can lead all; He can protect all.

Secondly He is asking us to pray to God. Pray for healing; pray for
unrest due to violence; pray for justice; pray for deliverance from
anger and hatred; and pray for peace; pray for compassion.

Lastly, to spread the good news, the unconditional love of God to
everyone. By our words and our deeds.

We are the workers for whom Jesus and His disciples prayed 2000
years ago.

So let us put to practice what God has called us to do. We are
privileged to be His disciples.

Let this be out mission

May the Lord Himself, who is out source of peace, give you peace at
all times and in every way. The Lord be with you all.
(2 Thessalonians 3:16)

Amen

Hymn

Everlasting arms

National Methodist Choir of Great Britain, with Lou Fellingham.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBLRnDSyO-Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBLRnDSyO-Q


P rayers of Intercession
Led by Chris. Video:

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission

Loving Lord, you call and equip us to serve you. Watch over those
who risk their own safety by caring for oppressed believers.
Strengthen and protect all those who are persecuted for sharing their
faith in places where living out their Christian faith in peace is not
allowed.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Loving Lord, you empower us to live out our discipleship. Give
wisdom, imagination and the strength to persevere to those who
face apathy as they seek to live out their discipleship.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Loving Lord, you understand what it means to suffer for what is right.
Give comfort and courage to those who are unjustly imprisoned,
intimidated and tortured because of their faith.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Loving Lord, you taught us to pray for those who abuse and hurt us.
We pray for people who persecute those who hold different beliefs
from their own; may they be touched by faith and their hearts be
opened to love, that the world may be united in your love.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.

Hymn

God is our strength and refuge
Chosen by Kathleen

“The Lord of Hosts is with us all the time and this is very applicable
to our times”

https://youtu.be/5FpPgQiSNrk

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission
https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/the-disciples-mission
https://youtu.be/5FpPgQiSNrk


Blessing
Go to serve; go to love;
go to bring healing; go to bring peace;
go in the strength of the Father;
go in the power of Jesus;
go united by the Spirit.
Go – and know his grace.
Amen.

Collection
If you have enjoyed this service please consider giving a small

amount to support the work of the church. Thank you.

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/donate

Thanks
Thankyou to everyone who contributed to putting this service

together. Prayers from RootsOnTheWeb. Image Credits: Andreea
Popa, Aurelie Tack, Christopher Burns, Isidoro Martinez, Krzysztof

Kowalik, Laurie De Croux, Patrick Schneider on Unsplash

https://www.hounslowmethodist.org.uk/donate

