Questions submitted for Faith in Politics? at Bell Road Methodist Church on Friday 5 December

2014

Faith in politics?

Do you think there is a place for faith in politics, or should the state and religion be entirely
separate? Anne England

Jesus Christ was a highly political figure (in my personal view). How do you see the relevance
of faith to politics?

| meet a great number of people in the NHS LBH Council voluntary sector groups. People
who work in these fields have great difficulty in understanding the meaning of empathy.
What is your understanding of empathy? John Diamond, Chair of the Pensioners’ Forum

If there is conflict between your conscience and political interests, how do you deal with it?
Leadership vs representation — many people feel that there is little to differentiate between
the main political parties at present; | feel this is partly due to the tendency of these parties
to seek to understand public opinion on an issue and then mirror it in order to gain support.
| believe that political parties and politicians should state their beliefs and values; if these
are attractive to the public they will receive support. Will you please commit to telling us
what you believe rather than repeating what you think we believe? Do you see the role of
politicians, and your role specifically, as one of leadership or representation?

Do you think there would be less conflict in the world if it wasn’t for religion? OR Do you
think that religion is often the cause of conflict (and how can this be resolved)? Anne
England

Islam is essentially a faith of peace. How can moderate mainstream Muslims be encouraged
and strengthened to oppose extremism? Is there anything further the
government/authorities can do? Ken Riley, Officer of Hounslow Friends of Faith (inter-faith)
for nearly 10 years, and actively involved in politics for 60 years!

Do you think there is any workable alternative to party politics, given that so much energy
seems to be spent insulting and undermining the opposition, rather than working together?

Poverty and homelessness

Foodbanks and benefits — recent research by the Trussell Trust has shown that over 30% of
people using their foodbanks are not doing so because of cuts in benefits, but because of
delays or mistakes made in the payment of their benefits. Are you happy with this state of
affairs and with the sums of money that private companies receive to administer this
inadequate system?

Perception of benefits — there has been a worrying trend over recent years to criminalise
benefit claimants through attitudes and rhetoric. This week, following the Autumn
Statement, we were assured that many of the savings needed would not come from police
or education; rather they would be made by addressing tax avoidance, benefit cheats and
the benefits bill. Lumping benefit claimants in with fraudsters and criminals only causes
further division in our society. Would you care to comment on this?

In the first three months of 2014, the number of benefit sanctions given to people with
mental health issues rose threefold. Is it time for an inquiry into the sanctions regime?



e Hounslow communities are feeling the impact of economic hardship and foodbanks are
becoming more and more noticeable. As communities are getting more and more concerned
about making ends meet, how can we maintain harmony in this increasingly diverse society?
Charanjit Ajitsingh

e How would you achieve greater equality in income? Bessie White

e The Evening Standard’s Christmas Appeal this year is supporting homeless veterans. They
are focusing on elderly veterans who can no longer support themselves. Here in Hounslow
we have many young ex-service personnel living on our streets. What will your party do to
support the 4.6 million veterans living in the UK today?

e MP Diane Abbott today spoke of the growing chasm between rich and poor here in London
and across the UK. If we vote for you in the next election, what will you do to bring about a
fairer distribution of wealth?

Immigration

e The scriptures on which many of the major world religions are based speak of welcoming the
stranger and being hospitable. This is a city and indeed this is a church where the benefits of
this diversity are clearly visible. Will your immigration policies in the next election encourage
such a celebration of diversity or not?

e Several recent studies have shown that immigrants contribute more to the UK economy
than they cost —in light of this evidence can you please tell us about your parties’ policies on
immigration?

e Ring fencing of budgets for homeless services — there were 6500 people sleeping on the
streets of London last year — the highest number since the 1980s. The localism act removed
ring fencing for Supporting People services (which pay for homeless hostels, outreach teams
etc) and has caused funding for homeless services in London to decrease sharply in recent
years (13% fewer beds available, 16% fewer staff) and this funding is expected to fall by a
further 30% in the next three years. If elected, would you support reinstating ring fencing for
this vital resource?

Funding

e We have been told by all parties that they will press on with cuts of 30-40% during the next
parliament for most government departments if elected. Which areas would you protect
and in which would you make these cuts?

e Spending priorities — are you comfortable with the billions of pounds that is spent on Trident
nuclear weapons whilst services that support the most vulnerable in society are being
slashed? It is clear that savings must be made, but prioritising weapons of mass destruction
over the unwell, the homeless and the vulnerable cannot, surely, be acceptable. Will you
please tell us your views on Trident (and commit to working for its decommissioning)?

Society in Hounslow and beyond

e The Council have commissioned Barratt Developments to propose improvements to
regenerate Hounslow town centre. Barratt’s proposals which are currently out for public
consultation include a 27-storey tower block to provide commercial and residential



accommodation within an identifiable landmark. Do you think this proposal will improve the
town centre?

| support Hounslow Street Pastors which, I’'m sure you'll agree, does some great work on
Friday nights. How will your policies discourage crime and antisocial behaviour?

Thousands of men, women and children are drowning in the Mediterranean because the UK
and EU will not fund rescue missions — will you stop this?

Today’s backbench bill on International Aid — Mary, can you tell us whether you were
present in Parliament for the vote on this bill? If so, how did you vote? To the panel in
general; please can you tell us your views on International Aid/Development; do you believe
that 0.7% GDP is too much, enough, or too little?



